Can You Hear Me Now?
 
Does the name Paul Marcarelli remind you of anything?  With due respect, it probably doesn’t!  However, when I tell you that he is an American actor, wearing horn-rimmed glasses, best known as the “Test Man” or “the Verizon Guy” character in commercials asking the question; “Can You Hear Me Now?” you know of whom I write.  Since the ads began, Marcarelli helped Verizon gain market share and reduce customer turnover. The simple “Can you hear me now?” question, familiar to cell phone users, helped move the company forward at a time when other companies were raising prices for minutes used.  
 
As I type this week’s CRA Moment, I have a beautiful CD playing piano music over the sound system in my office.  The pianist Stan Whitmire’s on his CD album of worship songs just played Bill and Gloria Gaither’s song, “Because He Lives.”  As I listened and typed, it was as if a question was being asked of me:  What if I were unable to hear what was being played?  As I pondered that question as to what if I was unable to hear, I thought further about what all I would be missing if unable to hear Jeannie playing the keyboard, leading us in worship, and, if I were unable to hear the sound of friends and associates voices.  My immediate response was to tell the Lord again how very thankful I am for my hearing.  Why is it that it seems to be the most basic things of life, health, and happiness we so often take for granted, until, a time comes that we become concerned of losing what we have.
 
It was at this time I thought about the story in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 7 where a story of those whom scripture refers to as only “they.”  The Bible has its own reason for not telling us the name of the men filled with faith who brought the man to Jesus that he would be receive his healing, and furthermore we’re not even told if they knew the man other than of his desperate need.  However we know they cared enough to do what they could.  The rest was to be left in the capable hands of Jesus.  Scripture doesn’t tell us whether the man had been born deaf or if some tragedy had taken place leaving him in his world of silence.  Bringing the man to Jesus they asked that He “put His hand on him” for healing.  Due to being unable to hear, speech impediments are abnormal, with a total speech loss resulting many times.  In verse 33 Mark tells us that Jesus “took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his tongue”.  Why do you suppose Jesus took him aside?  Many reasons have been given, but I suspect the strange manner in which He chose to bring about his healing, by using His saliva.   What’s most important to remember is that everything Jesus did always had a reason to it.  It may have not been readily understood by those who were looking on (or even those of us who these years later read the story), but it was certainly understood by Him!  Later in verse 37 Mark writes:  “He has done all things well.”  The way He chose was probably the most unusual means of healing recorded in the entire Bible.  Looking back we find that first of all Jesus had the man stick out his tongue.  Possibly one of the Disciples stuck out his own tongue to help the deaf man understand what was being asked of him.  Jesus then took saliva of His own and touched the man’s tongue.  As it is today, everything about Jesus is sacred, even saliva!  There was not one bit of corruption, disease, sickness about what took place.  That which touched the man’s tongue was absolutely germ free.  Not only that, it contained LIFE as well!  Then, looking up to heaven Jesus said to him, “Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’  Immediately his ears were opened…”  There was no need to ask if he could now hear, for the scripture says not only that his ears were opened but that “he spoke plainly.”  Along with me, stop for a moment to give the Lord thanks that not only are we able to hear, but to speak as well!  What must it have been like for this deaf man to now hear?  The sound of birds singing; the mooing of cows grazing on the hillside; the noise of sandals clipping along on the rock-laid pathways; the voices of those ‘bartering’ in local stores and shops of the town, that for all the years up to this point had been nothing more than complete and total silence.  And for me this morning, I give thanks in hearing the Gaither’s song, “Because He Lives!”
 
Mark 7:35 records that “Immediately his ears were opened and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly,” means they were opened just the way it says… “immediately!”  In other words, his hearing didn’t come back by degrees, but was instant.  One second he could not hear, and the next, he could hear everything clearly and plainly.  What a wonder this man immediately experienced!  At the same time his ears were opened, the deformity of his tongue was healed as well!  
 
With this man now able to hear, we can only trust these same friends communicated to the man once deaf, who now could hear and speak, the truth of Who Jesus was and what He had to offer as eternal life.  The healing of the man’s hearing and speech symbolizes the Salvation available to every person.  Without God, none of us are able to hear what He has to say, however with and because of Him in our life we can answer when He says; “Can You Hear Me Now?”  
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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