Do You Honestly Care?
                          
You and I live in a day when we as inhabitants are better informed than any people in all history.  Not only informed, but more quickly brought up-to-date on ‘happening’s’ than all people combined who have ever lived.  Whether it would be my grandfather or yours, they could have never conceived of the ‘things’ of today’s society.  At the same time the ills of today’s goings-on indicates that we are much less smart and intelligent in many areas of life than what we are allowing ourselves to believe and accept.  John C. Sommerville is Professor of English History, Emeritus, at the University of Florida, and is on the Advisory Board of the Christian Study Center of Gainesville, FL, who suggests that “the news makes us dumb by dissecting reality, leaving the public with no idea of what to make of our times.”
 
Sommerville, in his book, “How the News Makes Us Dumb” writes that the “very survival of the news business depends on our seeing life as jumpy and scattered, rather than as falling into a historical pattern or embodying some truth-seeking outlook.  The constant need to find new events to talk about tends to displace any serious attempt to discuss the historical and thoughtful implications of such events.”  How greatly times have changed!  Today the news is brought to the eyes and ears of a person every half-hour or hour of the day or night whether anything important has happened or not.  During the news of the day we are often able to find “breaking news” as to what type of dog some politician or government official has just purchased, or we might find that in some far off and remote country on the other side of the world they are having shortage of Coca-Cola or another type of beverage.  On top of this type of TMUI (too much unnecessary information), I would ask the question as to just what percentage of the “news” out there is even trustworthy or important?  While I’m not against newscasters attempting to make a living by way of their “profession,” I do suggest that it has become little more than an industry led by those who have set out to convince the public that they have something of value that we must know about in order to survive.  
 
Just what is it that is my concern?  It’s simply and straightforwardly this:  Are we…and have we…as children of Almighty God become more concerned about the daily news from TV, Radio and the newspaper, rather than what the up-to-date ‘news’ is from the Bible’s perspective?  Are we as believers seeking the truth and wisdom that can be gained from the pages of the Bible as much as we are regarding much of the non-important news fed to us by way of broadcasters?
 
In Sommerville’s book he suggests the following headings as his view of the disadvantages of watching the daily news.  While space in this CRA Moment does not permit his additional comments, it’s easy to fill in the blanks.
 
1.  “You shouldn’t watch the news first thing in the morning or just before bed because it encourages feelings of sadness, grumpiness, and anger.”
2.  “You shouldn’t watch the news because judging, making wrong conclusions, assuming, and too quickly drawing conclusions incorrectly are automatic.”
3.  “You shouldn’t watch the news because when you’re talking to people and you focus solely on the news, you lost the opportunity to really connect with others.”
4.  “You shouldn’t watch the news because it steals time from family, hobbies, pets, goals, relationships, and other interesting and fun stuff in life.”  He then concludes:  “Though you shouldn’t watch the news, it is important to be aware of current events.”  Sommerville says, “I always encourage my students to know what is happening in the world…current events are often interesting…however, this doesn’t mean you need to submerge yourself in the evening news every single day or even every week.”
 
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:30 that “The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and a good report makes the bones healthy.”  You and I already have the ‘good report’, and one that is more often than not totally ignored by today’s press, and that is that Jesus Christ is Lord!  He came and died for our sins and our salvation; took stripes upon His back for our healing; died, rose again to never die again; now sits at the right hand of Father God; and is soon coming again to shake this world like it’s never been shaken before, and to take with Him those who have named the Name that is above all other names to their heavenly home.  This news is not some fairy tale!  This is fact and more up-to-date than any news channel be it TV, radio, or newspaper.  
 
Some would say, “Come on Dale!  People have been saying this for centuries and He’s not come back yet!”  Please don’t be foolish!  This is not a game where we re-shuffle the cards and give ‘er another go.  This is the real deal and it’s for keeps!  Remember that it wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark either!   
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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