Dream Big!  In Fact, Dream Wild Dreams!
 
As a kid I remember repeating a ‘prayer wish’ (even though there’s no such thing) I picked up from someone.  Maybe you as well recall saying:  “Star light, star bright, first star I seen tonight.  I wish I may, I wish I might, have the wish I wish tonight.”  While it usually had to do with some girl I thought I couldn’t live without, it probably won’t come as a surprise to hear that I don’t recall getting any of what was on my “wish” list.  If this introduction brought back memories of yours (and, of your wish list that didn’t come to pass either) here’s good news to move you from a “wish list” to a dream list.  While it’s pretty doubtful regarding your “wishes”; there is good news about dreams.  And especially God-given inspired dreams.  The wonderful news is that God wants to bless your wildest dreams.
 
Just how is it that I know that God really wants to do that?  In the 5th chapter of the book of Luke we find a story of Simon (later to be called Peter) who had fished “all night and caught nothing,” when Jesus came along and said:  “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”  As we learn from Acts 10:34 and other verses, “God shows no partiality,” so we know without a doubt that God wants to bless beyond whatever you’re wildest dreams may be.  Interestingly though, it was not until Simon launched out into the deep that he ended up with the net-breaking, boat-sinking load of fish.  You need to know that God wants to bless you with much more than even what you need.  That means that His dream for you is even bigger than you could ever dream!  Paul said in Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  So!  “Dream Big!”  In Fact Dream wild Dreams, because the Bible says that “He delights in giving you… “exceedingly abundantly above all that we (you) ask or think.”  How do we first begin?  
 
First of all, determine to break away from your comfort zone and then step out in faith to do what God has put in your heart.  A vague, religious prayer (as opposed to a scriptural or spiritual prayer) helps people to ease their conscience, and to feel as though they’re doing “God stuff,” but there is no power or exercise released and therefore there will be no real results.  We need to stop praying for things you already have, such as:  “Lord, give me strength for tomorrow!”  Psalm 27:1 says, “The Lord is the strength of my (your) life.”  Psalm 46:1 says, “God IS (emphasis mine) our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Psalm 84:7 reads, “They (you) go from strength to strength…” Another example can be that you don’t have to pray for the Holy Spirit…if you’ve received Jesus as your Lord and Savior...then you ALREADY (emphasis mine) have the Holy Spirit living inside of you.  It makes no sense for God to give you more power if you’re not using the power He’s already given to you.
 
Secondly, when you pray for something specific; and knowing that God has heard you, (because He has according to the Word) then begin to thank Him for His provision for whatever it is that you need.  Some would say, “I’m not sure God wants to answer my prayer!”  Then get on the same page with God and you’ll know that whatever it is you are dreaming and praying about is the will of God for your life because in it lays the answer to propelling the Gospel of Jesus forward.  If you’re one who has it all figured out, all budgeted, feeling comfortable in that you think you can handle everything on your own, it’s pretty apparent you probably aren’t living up to your God-given potential.  If on the other hand you believe God will help you, then you’re most likely right where God wants you to be.  Like Simon Peter, and is the same for you, what was asked of him required his faith to “launch out into the deep.”
 
Let me give you, as an example, of a recent ‘launching out’ in faith from one of CRA’s Hot Rod Camp instructors, Carl and Cindy Roeger from Coshocton, OH following their recent visit to Branson.  Carl wrote:  “Even though Cindy and I not seen any of the CRA people since our first camp, it was like it was yesterday.  On Thursday we had dinner with the group and then Bible Study afterwards led by Jerry (Avenall).  When we departed late Saturday morning, we knew that God was still calling us to Branson and that we were wanted and needed.  Since then, things have changed even more to fulfill our call.  On Wednesday, three days after we returned home, we received a listing of a foreclosed home in Christian county.  On Friday, Dana (bank loan officer) called and we discussed the house and she said that they would cover us for the difference between our cash on hand and the contract agreed price.  To make a long story short, many photos, phone calls, etc. with the Grady’s (Shane & Karen Grady of Branson Lakes Country Realty) and today we offered a contract on the house without stepping on the property.  Yes this is a bold step…but if things work out, we will own a house we can turn into our own home with minimal or no debt once we sell our house here in Ohio.”  Later Carl continued:  “Many of the people we know think we might have lost our minds for buying a house without first stepping on the property, but other people we know are seeing this as a sign from God to allow us to be in Branson where we can continue our work with CRA.  We are thankful for all that the Lord has blessed us with.”
 
While your dream and ‘wish’ will be different than the Roeger’s, God wants you to break away from your comfort zone and step out in faith to do what He has put in your heart.  Go ahead!  “Launch out into the deep!”  Dream Big!  In Fact, Dream Wild Dreams!”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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