CRA WEBSITE UPDATES:  PODCAST Page Added!
Follow along on the Progress of CRA BRANSON 
There is a CRA Branson Property Video & an Audio Presentation of the 
CRA Branson Vision (both video & audio located on the Podcast site)
  www.christianrodders-racers.org  
 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness.  
We are at 46% (almost half way there) of the ‘entire’ vision amount.  
$489,000 is remaining on the CRA Branson Vision.  
Under the Donation button on the website,

there is a CRA Branson Vision Donation option.
*    *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
 
Fragrance!
                                        
Did you know that the inside of your nose is like a ‘chemical laboratory’ for smelling?  An individual’s nose has the power to smell even the slightest amount of odor.  “Answers in Genesis,” (AIG) (a great magazine to have as a subscription) explains that odors are actually tiny particles, or molecules of gas that travel through the air and into your nose.  Those odors then touch a group of nerves called the olfactory nerves, which carry the odor messages to the brain.  It should be obvious to any honest-seeking person that our sense of smell has been awesomely designed as a gift from God.  Here again “AIG” tells us that “the process of smell begins with the millions of olfactory receptors (OR) found in the lining of the nose.  While 855 different OR genes have been identified in humans, the average person is capable of detecting more than 10,000 different smells.  The signals are then sent to the brain, and, through this complexity, we are able to recognize a huge array of odors and mixtures.”
                                            
Is this CRA Moment a lesson on the physical elements, or natural philosophy of the human body?  Should you be thinking this to be the case, please read on to learn the answer to that question!  In 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 we read these words:  “For we are to God the fragrance of Christ, among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life” (NKJV).  The NLT reads, “To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and doom.  But to those who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume.”  I especially like the way the CEV records Paul’s words; “In fact, God thinks of us as a perfume that brings Christ to everyone.  For people who are being saved, this perfume has a sweet smell and leads them to a better life.  But for people who are lost, it has a bad smell and leads them to a horrible death.”
                                        
Perhaps you may have read about a young 17-year old, who after shaving put on some Aqua Velva lotion before leaving for school.  When he arrived at one of his early morning class, his teacher took offense at the scent of his after shave lotion, and instead of asking him to wash the scent off, she “invoked” the new law that had been put on the school books, and had him removed from school.  And it’s not just teachers who are “exercising their authority,” another article reported that an 84-year-old woman was booted out of City Hall because her perfume was an irritation to another, and yet another woman was ordered off of a city bus because her “perfume smelled too sweet.”  In one Canadian province those in authority have even declared that “strong mouthwash” is off limits for employees!  While all of us, at one time or another have encountered someone whose perfume or cologne might have been a ‘tad’ too strong, however, remember the crux what we are dealing with in this CRA Moment…the issue of how we smell to another.
                                      
Simply put, what is the bottom line?  It’s this!  We as Christians should make certain that with everything within us to ensure our conduct is that which spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Jesus to a lost and dying world.  Your heavenly Father has given you an opportunity to accomplish a task with your neighbor; family member; man or woman sitting next to you in the church pew; or ‘pitted’ next to you at the drag race, or under their ‘pop-up’ and in their easy chair at a street rod event; or the one who works next to you at your nine-to-five, which is sharing the wonderful news that Jesus alone is the only fragrance Who has the lasting and eternal aroma leading to an abundant life.  When you build your life on God and live by His standards, you are going to stand out in the crowd that’s all around you!  While you might feel the sting of ridicule and even worldly persecution for the moment, look up because you’re in good company.  Like Noah, you will find favor with God and it’s His promise that you will enjoy His blessings!  Genesis 6:8 reminds us that you, like Noah, “found (will find…my words) favor with the Lord.”
                               
The Living Bible version of 2 Cor. 2:15-16 reads, “As far as God is concerned there is a sweet, wholesome fragrance of Christ within us, an aroma to both the saved and the unsaved all around us. To those who are not being saved, we seem a fearful smell of death and doom, while to those who know Christ we are a life-giving perfume.”  A “Wholesome fragrance” and a “life-giving perfume” is what the Word of God calls us, which can also speak to personal hygiene.  If you were about to undergo a needed surgical procedure, what would concern you more, the conditions of the pavement in the hospital’s parking lot or the conditions in the operating room that you’re about to enter?  I would think you would agree with me that you’d be much more concerned about the cleanliness of the operating room!  The same applies when it comes to spiritual hygiene.  When a person’s heart is clean and pure before the Lord, they can be assured of receiving His best for whatever it is that you are going through.  
                                             
May it be said of you and me who represents Jesus the Christ, that we are an individual who “…walk(s) in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” (Eph. 5:2).
                             
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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