“Heaven is for Real!”
 

Seldom do I recommend a book that is, in my opinion, a ‘must’ read, however such is not the case with this CRA Moment.  All who believe in Jesus and trust in the sound assuredness of the Bible look forward to the day when heaven becomes totally real to all who have received Christ as Savior.  Heaven is not only a place and location; it is also the new-home-to-be where born-again believers will completely realize it is their eternal ‘headquarters.’ Other religions and cults also have their man-made, traditional ideas and thoughts of what is to be “heaven” for them as well.  The great difficulty and problem with such ideas is that they are simply that…man-made and not God established.  
 
For every individual who has gone through the heartache of losing a loved one from their immediate presence here on earth, we all can receive a bit of consolation from the words of the Bible, however, when heaven is looked at according to the book of Revelation and other biblical teachings about heaven, we find there to be fewer words than what we would like, and even with the words written, they are somewhat few and far between.  As a pastor, I’ve always tried to be quite conscientious about what to share about heaven from the pulpit or when in front of a CRA gathering at an event.  All the while as I add year upon year to this earthly life, I do find myself thinking more and more about heaven as to what it will be like; will I recognize family members; friends; church members; street rodding and racing event friends; what we will be doing for eternity; and even whether there will be dogs, cats, and other animals…which will have been part of our families home-life here on earth?  While I admit to not having all the answers to these and other such questions, I do know this!  “Heaven is for Real!”  How is it that I can be so assured that I know that?  It’s really quite simple!  It’s because the Bible tells me so and I know that I can trust every word it says!
 
I ENCOURAGE YOU!  Those three words are meant to be in caps as I do encourage you to get to your local Christian Bookstore, Barnes & Noble, Marcel Christian Education store, or go on-line to Amazon.com and order your copy of “Heaven is for Real.”  With the book sales almost ‘flying’ from bookstore shelves, you may have some difficulty in finding your copy; therefore an on-line attempt may prove to be more successful.  
 
“Heaven is for Real” is the true story of the four-year old son of a small town Nebraska pastor who during emergency surgery slips from consciousness and enters heaven.  He does survive the surgery and then begins (little by little over the coming months) giving his dad bits and pieces about his being able to see the doctor operating, and his dad praying in the waiting room.  This little guy whose name is Colton said he met his miscarried sister, whom no one had ever told him about, and his great grandfather who had died thirty years before Colton was born, and then shared impossible-to-know details about each one.  In the pages of the book Colton describes the horse that Jesus will ride on at His return, and about how “really big” God is, and how the Holy Spirit “shoots down power” from heaven to help us.  
 
After Colton came through his emergency appendectomy, his family was overjoyed at his miraculous survival; however, what they weren’t expecting was the story that emerged in the following months.  During those months Colton described exactly what his parents were doing in another part of the hospital while he was being operated on, and he talked of visiting heaven and relayed stories told to him by people he met there whom he had never met in life, as well as sharing events that happened even before he was born.  He also astonished his parents with descriptions and obscure details about heaven that matched the Bible exactly, even though he had not yet learned to read.  He described Jesus, the angels, and how much God loves us.  In his childlike words spoken to his mom and dad, Colton told them that “Nobody is old and nobody wears glasses.”
 
“Heaven is for Real” will not only encourage you and your faith, I believe it will forever change the way you think of eternity, as it offers to you the chance to see, and believe, like a child.  If you know someone who has ‘lost’ a little one or family member, either through a tragedy of life or perhaps has gone through the excruciating pain of a miscarriage, this book will encourage you like none other.  
 
And remember, as you read each word or each page that Jesus said in Mark 10:15, “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter in.”
            
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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