CRA Branson Update! The Walls Are Going Up On The CRA World Prayer Center!  ‘Jericho’s Walls Fell Down…CRA’s Walls Are Going Up!’  Thank You Jesus!
 
CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop/Museum … dirt should be turning the latter part of August. 
 
Our plan is to get the foundation laid, and the exterior shell up before winter sets in.  Then the completion can continue to take place throughout the winter and be ready to go by next year!  
 
We at CRA are grateful for the continued excitement across this country that Jeannie and I are witnessing.  Truly this IS A GOD ORDAINED THING!  We give thanks to God that 41% of the CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop/Museum is paid for with $146,000 remaining. CRA will complete the tremendous facility for young men, dads and grandpa’s as the monies come in.  Thank you for your gifts toward the completion of this outreach center. This is a one of a kind outreach facility and we are grateful that God is establishing it in Branson…within the reach of 85 million people in only 1 days drive.  Only God!!!  
 
Thank You For Your Continued Support.  You may go online at www.CRAministries.org to sow your financial seed or mail it to either the CA or Branson office.  Truly Jeannie and I have seen over and over again the reality of the Word that says, “Give and it shall be given unto you!”  That’s God’s promise to YOU!
 
 
This Is No Laughing Matter!
                                       
 
James 1:26 in the NLT translation reminds us that, “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”  That’s about as direct as it can be speaking straight to the heart issue, telling first-hand what a person’s true identity with Jesus is all about.  No pulling punches here!  No flowering words used!  No having to second guess what the Bible is talking about...simply put, it tells us all, that if we refrain from “controlling” our tongue…then our “religion (our Christianity) is worthless.”  That means we’re not to say just anything we ‘feel’ we would like to say, but rather, we are to refrain from saying words that hurt and pull another down.  The International Reader Bible reads, “Suppose you think your beliefs are right because of how you live.  But you don’t control what you say.  Then you are fooling yourselves.  Your beliefs are not worth anything at all.”
 
Choosing to side with God regarding the words and things that come out of our mouth is a continual challenge.  Too often we can become far too comfortable around a person or even a group of people, and it’s then that the devil tricks us into believing it’s OK or “funny” to say anything around them, because… ‘Well!  After all, they know me and that I’ve always been a kidder!’  No matter how long another person has been known by you or me, they deserve respect!  If we’re not on our toes every step of the way, the devil leads us quickly into his web of deceit and before we realize what has taken place we’ve uttered words that have hurt and injured the other person, and some of the scars left are not healed over an entire lifetime.
 
As an example:  I remember words spoken regarding my life and ability by my dad as if it only took place yesterday, yet they were words spoken some fifty years ago.  At that time I had traveled to New Mexico to spend a few days with my parents and tell them about the new job I had been offered at Standard Oil of Ohio.  One morning as I was walking down their hallway and about to enter the family room I overheard my dad say:  “Richard Dale a salesman?  He’ll never amount to anything as a salesman like I have been with (such and such) company!  He’s too quiet and for him to even get up in front of anyone and talk he’ll never make it.”  Words to another can hurt OR our words can heal!  Is it any wonder that James says in chapter three, verse 5 & 6, “Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.  See how great a forest a little fire kindles.  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. (Iniquity means unrighteousness) The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.”
 
Harsh words; rude words; sharp words that hurt and cut another; (even though that person may not show it at that moment) words spoken to or against our spouse or to another; name-calling; the Bible says this type of behavior is out of place for a believer, and it should be stopped!   If any one of us has developed the habit of speaking harshly, we need to begin changing that habit today!  When someone crosses you on the job, at school, or at church, or anywhere for that matter, stop and take a few moments to give thanks and praise to God that those words spoken will not take root, rather any derogative words that are thrown your way will immediately die on the vine.  If you are an individual who is having difficulty controlling your tongue and the words you often say are cutting to another (whether you think so or not) begin thinking about the character of how God is, and you’ll find those harsh, and often times angry words you once were quick to say will slip away unspoken.  Remember!  It’s the little man or woman who attempts to make themselves look larger than they who use words or phrases, speaking words that put or pull another person down.  That person will always end up being the loser!
 
Instead of using your tongue to tear people down, train it to lift God’s praises up.  And, at the same time, lift the other person up, for you never know how much damage and for how long of a period 
of time ill words spoken might linger.  Paul said in Ephesians 4:27 to not “give place to the devil.”  Who gives place?  It’s you and me that ‘invites’ the devil in by way of our choice of poor words 
or comments.  Rather be “imitators of God as dear children, and walk in love, as Christ has
 loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” (Eph. 5:1-2).
 
Oh!  By the way, in case you might wonder what took place with my days with Standard Oil, I advanced to be one of only four Regional Managers in the U.S.  You too can be all that God and you determine you to be!  It’s your choice!  Begin by watching the words you choose to voice because, “This is No Laughing Matter!”
                    
 
Blessings, 
Dale & Jeannie 
Psalm 20:7    
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