** ‘Thank You’ for your Christmas Gift and/or the CRA Branson gift.  By presenting your gift….you truly are giving a gift to ‘The Christ Child,’ ‘The Savior,’ ‘Emmanuel, God With Us,’ ‘The Risen King’.  Why? Because you are providing for ‘HIS WORD … His Saving Message’ to be proclaimed!
 
CRA’s online giving option:  www.christianrodders-racers.org  and then click on the donation button, OR you can send a check directly to CRA, PO Box 309, Valley Springs, CA 95252.  Thank you for your faithfulness to God!
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
 
What Do You Want for Christmas?
                                   
Christmas!  What an incredible time of year!  Whether for a child or an adult, there is simply no other time of year as exciting and exhilarating, at least for a believer, than the joys of the Christmas season.  To think that the God of all creation was willing to come from His heavenly home to this planet for every person…that means the individual who sits in the pew of a church; the loneliest individual sitting on a neighborhood bar stool in the corner of a darkened and empty tavern; to the widow woman or mother of a lost and lonely child, who, caught up in ‘church tradition’ ascend upwards, with knees bleeding, climbing one step at a time on bloodied knees, hopelessly praying as she ascends to nowhere, asking for a son or daughter to be released one day early from purgatory.  There are others as well that Jesus came for!  Those who have bought into the devil’s lies that more cars, boats, houses, land, applause from on-lookers, to individuals desiring to see their name or picture heralded in the latest ‘rag’ magazine to be displayed on the rack at the checkout counter of a supermarket or drug store, or the empty feelings of the woman with such a lack of self worth who now finds herself experiencing a ‘job’ of pole dancing before the staring eyes of an empty man. I wonder what such individuals would say they want for Christmas…if they really could have what they say.  I’m confident the range of desires would run the gamete. Yet Jesus came, and died for all!  Even the individual who will not accept the free gift He offers of eternal life, which is so much more than what they feel to be above their earthly desires.
  
One day, the famous oil monopoly tycoon, John D. Rockefeller was asked the question as to how many more dollars before and until he would be satisfied.  He answered with these haunting words:  “Just one more dollar.”  No doubt it could be said that would have been his request as to what he most wanted for his Christmas… “Just one more dollar.”  I’ve often wondered how he would have felt had he read the words written by the richest man who ever lived. Might he adjust his thinking?  Solomon said, “He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase” (Eccl. 5:10).  The NLT reads, “Those who love money will never have enough.  How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness.”  Each one of us can attest to that fact as we have all known and watched individuals who have tried to fill that empty cavern of their life.
                            
As this CRA Moment is being written, I’ve been thinking again of the words Rockefeller spoke.  While it may come as a shock, I suggest we begin speaking such words of “just one more…”  If we begin thinking that way, we will never stop trying to win ‘just one more soul to Jesus’.  When you win one, start looking for one more.  Before you know it you’ll find that your “one more” will have added up to a hundred, and maybe even thousand’s.  Or that what you most want for Christmas is for your family member who hasn’t presently asked Jesus into their heart to make this Christmas the time he or she asks Him to come and live within them.  There’s no doubt about it, this world is being allowed to be shaken by the power and authority of heaven itself.  We see it all around us from the earthquakes, heat waves, floods, volcanoes, super typhoons, blizzards, landslides and droughts which in this year of 2010 have given us the deadliest year in more than a generation.  Worldwide disasters within this year alone have killed more than have been killed in terrorism attacks in the past 40 years combined.  Craig Fugate, who heads up the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency recently said:  “It just seemed like it was back-to-back and it came in waves.  The term ‘100-year event’ really lost it’s meaning this year.”  Kevin Trenberth, chief climate analysis for the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, CO said, “That’s why the people who study disasters for a living say it would be wrong to chalk 2010 up to just another bad year.  The earth is striking back!”
Our nations have turned their backs on God.  We have been so blessed that we are becoming victims of our own blessings.  All who occupy the pulpits of today’s churches have one offering to give others as a Christmas present this year.  “Blow the trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assembly the elders, gather the children and nursing babes…let the priests, who minister to the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar; let them say, ‘Spare Your people, O Lord. And do not give Your heritage to reproach, that the nations should rule over them.  Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”
                                             
May I ask the question, what do you want for Christmas?  If you’re not certain…would you consider making this your request?  “Lord, I desire to be part of a ministry where ushers are holy; where the public relation people know Jesus; where those running the sound and lighting of the church have lives dedicated to Jesus where the sounds coming through microphones and speakers produce the very best quality for the King of kings; where every member’s life is an open book; where elders and deacons are holy men and women of God; and when they lay their hands on others for healing, those hands are clean before the Lord.  Where marriages (beginning with yours and mine) can be held up as example of all God purposed and desired them to be.  
                                       
How about it?  What would you say you really want for Christmas?
                  
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie 
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