Words of Correction!
 
If you were to take a poll asking what people find most annoying, there is one response that is nearly always close to, or even on the top of the list.  In general, most don’t like being corrected.  Granted there are some individuals who have not learned a proper way to correct even when correction is needed; nonetheless, when it is necessary, there is an appropriate way to get the job done.  Saying that doesn’t mean that the ‘corrected’ person will still respond in a proper manner, however, that is not your problem, but rather, the individual themselves.  There are times when correction must be done, even when you feel quite certain your words may come flying back in your face.  When that time arrives, begin first be checking your own attitude and motivation, then follow through choosing your words carefully.  

 

In 2 Samuel 24:2 the Bible reads, “So the king (David) said to Joab and the commanders of the army, ‘Take a census of all the tribes of Israel---from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south---so I may know how many people there are.’  But Joab replied to the king, ‘May the Lord your God let you live to see a hundred times as many people as there are now!  But why, my lord the king, do you want to do this?’  But the king insisted that they take the census, so Joab and the commanders of the army went out to count the people of Israel.”  Although David wanted his fighting men to be numbered, his idea didn’t set well with Joab, he said to the king, ‘why do you want to do this?  Why must you cause Israel to sin?’

 

What was the problem?  Doesn’t it make sense that any commander would want to know how many fighting men he had?  What was the big deal of finding out what that number was?  In the case of David and Joab his military commander, Joab apparently sensed something amiss with David’s reasoning.  Although he gave Words of Correction to David, he went ahead and obeyed his orders and numbered the army.  When the complete story is read, one finds that David paid a terrible price for failing to heed Joab’s gentle words of correction.  The problem that David had fallen prey to was that he was counting more on the arm of strength…his strength, the number and size of his army, rather than on the strength of the Lord who had promised to watch over Israel and give to them victory against their enemy.  

 

Just a few chapters before, David had spoken these words recorded in 2 Samuel 22:30-31.  “For You are my lamp, O Lord; the Lord shall enlighten my darkness.  For I can run against a troop; by my God I can leap over a wall.  As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.”   However, now just a short time later, David had failed to remember and began placing his faith in his own arm of flesh, and because of that a great plague fell upon all the people.  When David repented of his wrong he had done by taking things into his own hand, “…the Lord heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague was withdrawn from Israel” (2 Sam. 24:25).  How much different would this entire story have played out if Words of Correction had been accepted in the beginning. 

 

“God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.  So we will not fear when earthquakes come and the mountains crumble into the sea.  Let the oceans roar and foam.  Let the mountains tremble as the water surge!  The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress” (Ps. 46:1-3; 7).  In the New Testament it was Paul who reiterated the truth that God will always be there no matter what we go through.  That means no matter what takes place with our nation or any other thing around us, we can have full confidence knowing that the Source of all we need, as well as the Source of all our blessings will always be there if we place our complete trust in Him and ‘heed His Word’.  

 

We will find that the Lord’s Word’s of Correction comes to each one of us in wave after wave of life-giving love because His ways are so much higher than ours. Peter said in John 6:68, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  The question is:  Am I listening?
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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